
2016 SRI LANKA FLOODS/LANDSLIDES RESPONSE 
C A N A D I A N  H U M A N I T A R I A N  A S S I S T A N C E  F U N D

PEOPLE ASSISTED: 10,000 

BACKGROUND

FUNDS PROVIDED: 200,000 

ASSISTANCE PROVIDED: Improved access to clean water and hygiene as well as 
early livelihood recovery

Heavy rains in May 2016 caused the worst flooding in Sri Lank in the last 25 years. The floods and 
accompanying landslides killed more than 1,000 people and displaced more than 21,000 from their 
homes. Many homes will require substantial repairs, and others, such as mud houses and tempo-
rary structures may become unlivable.
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OUTLINE OF NEEDS ORGANIZATIONAL CAPACITY

PROPOSED RESPONSE

Oxfam Canada’s initial assessments highlight-
ed the need for access to clean drinking water, 
sanitation and hygiene items and support with 
cash to resume livelihoods. Through the Ca-
nadian Humanitarian Assistance Fund, Oxfam 
Canada will be able to assist approximately 
10,000 people affected by the disaster.

Oxfam has been working in Sri Lanka for over 
30 years on a number of humanitarian and 
development programs. Having offices across 
the country has allowed Oxfam to develop 
strong local partnerships, and a deep contextual 
understanding of the communities we work in. 
Much of Oxfam’s work in its early years was in 
conflict areas and this has helped to develop 
both effective strategies and a good reputation 
for working in such situations.  

DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS

Our interventions in response 
to localized disasters are 
supported by Global Affairs 
Canada (75%), the member 
agencies of the Humanitar-
ian Coalition (15%) and the 
Humanitarian Coalition (10%). 
The CHAF was created in 2014 
to ensure timely funding is 
available to fund lifesaving 
responses to smaller-scale 
disasters.
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Objectives
Children and families have essential hygiene 
items and are better protected from the natural 
elements.

Activities
Provide water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) 
support. Given the widespread infrastructure 
damage, affected families will need clean drink-
ing water and adequate sanitation facilities. 

This support will include providing hygiene kits, 
setting up water tanks for drinking and hand 
washing, collecting garbage and increasing 
hygiene awareness. 
Provide disinfection solutions kits to families to 
help them clean their homes and provide cash 
for work programs to support early livelihood 
recovery. 


