
2016 ECUADOR EARTHQUAKE RESPONSE

C A N A D I A N  H U M A N I T A R I A N  A S S I S T A N C E  F U N D

PEOPLE ASSISTED: 2,000 

BACKGROUND

FUNDS PROVIDED: 400,000 

ASSISTANCE PROVIDED: Improved access to clean water and sanitation facilities 
as well as enhanced hygiene practices. 

A 7.8 magnitude earthquake struck northern Ecuador 
in April, resulting in more than 650 deaths and 12,000 
injured. More than 700 aftershocks have been registered 
to date, with the strongest aftershock, a magnitude of 6.3, 
occurring on Wednesday, April 20.

Although the epicenter of the earthquake was situated in a 
remote rural area, several towns of coastal provinces were 
affected further south in Manabí, due to dense populations 
particularly in the cities of Portoviejo, Manta and Pederna-
les.
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OUTLINE OF NEEDS

ORGANIZATIONAL CAPACITY

Objectives
Children and families have essential hygiene items abd 
are better protected from the natural elements.

Activities
Provide water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) support. 
Given the widespread infrastructure damage, affected 
families will need clean drinking water and adequate sani-
tation facilities. 

Provide shelter: People whose homes have been dam-
aged or destroyed will be provided with materials for safe 
and secure temporary shelter, including tarps, other non-

food items, and financial and technical support to rebuild 
or repair their houses.

The project will include the gender strategy in emergency 
for CARE after the first needs assessment. Integrating 
gender into the emergency preparedness for CARE means 
that we prepare to meet the different needs of women, 
men, boys and girls affected by disasters.  This will in-
clude ensuring that items distributed include female-spe-
cific items, and are packaged in a way that is easily 
transportable.

PROPOSED RESPONSE

CARE’s initial assessment from the field team showed 
that water, sanitation (WASH) and shelter are the 
primary needs. Approximately 3,000–5,000 people are 
estimated to be in need of emergency shelter with Ped-
ernales’s infrastructure being severe affected.

CARE has been working in Ecuador for over 50 years 
helping poor communities through infrastructure, 
health, education, forestry, watershed management, 
water, sanitation and hygiene, governance, women 
empowerment, and local capacity development. CARE 
is working throughout the country and has a history of 
emergency response in Ecuador.

DISTRIBUTION OF FUNDS

Our interventions in response 
to localized disasters are sup-
ported by Global Affairs Canada 
(75%), the member agencies 
of the Humanitarian Coalition 
(15%) and the Humanitarian 
Coalition (10%). The CHAF was 
created in 2014 to ensure timely 
funding is available to fund life-
saving responses to 
smaller-scale disasters.
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