
2016 HURRICANE MATTHEW CUBA
C A N A D I A N  H U M A N I T A R I A N  A S S I S T A N C E  F U N D

PEOPLE ASSISTED: 5,572

BACKGROUND

FUNDS PROVIDED: $ 270,000

ASSISTANCE PROVIDED: non-food items, hygiene support and access 
to safe drinking water to reduce risk of water-borne diseases 

On October 4 and 5, Hurricane Matthew hit Cuba, in particular Guantanamo province, which experienced 
200-250 km/h winds, heavy rain for eight hours and a sea level surge in the range of 6-8 metres. Approxi-
mately 90% of the Cuban population affected by the category 4 hurricane are from this province. 

October 2016



OUTLINE OF NEEDS ORGANIZATIONAL CAPACITY

Objective
Meet basic shelter needs, increase access to safe 
drinking water, improve hygiene practices and pro-
vide protection for most vulnerable people affected 
by the hurricane, particularly women and children.

PROPOSED RESPONSE

Guantanamo province sustained considerable damage 
to its housing and water infrastructure. Close to one 
million people were evacuated, with the majority (93%) 
finding refuge with host families. More than 176,000 
were isolated due to the heavy road damage and fallen 
bridges in some areas. Heavy rains and elevated tides 
resulted in severe flooding in low-lying coastal areas, 
affecting important agricultural crops for the region 
(bananas, plantains, etc.) with significant economic 
implications. There is an increased risk of water-borne 
diseases, such as cholera, spreading.

Oxfam has been present in Cuba for more than 25 years. 
It has responded to all major disasters in the country, 
including a humanitarian response to Hurricane Sandy 
in 2012. Oxfam maintains an office of 20 staff in Hava-
na as well as an office in Guantanamo province with a 
humanitarian team in country. Oxfam works with the 
Government and local partners who have extensive ex-
perience with both humanitarian response and disaster 
risk reduction initiatives.

DISTRIBUTION 
OF FUNDS

Our interventions in response to 
localized disasters are supported 
by Global Affairs Canada (75%), 
the member agencies of the Hu-
manitarian Coalition (15%) and the 
Humanitarian Coalition (10%). The 
CHAF was created in 2014 to ensure 
timely funding is available to fund 
lifesaving responses to 
smaller-scale disasters.

$202,500
$40,500 

$27,000

HUMANITARIAN 
COALITION

OXFAM CANADA

GLOBAL
AFFAIRS
CANADA

Activities
• Distribute non-food items to 1,393 families (tarps, 

rope, cutter, etc.)
• Provide hygiene and water kits (including water 

purification tablets), as well as provide educational 
materials and conduct informational sessions to 
1,393 families on good hygiene practices.


