
Figure 1 – This young boy from Anbar now lives with his 
family in an old warehouse in Kurdistan. Rosie 
Thompson/Save the Children 

 

 

CHAF-2014-SCC                                                                                                     28 April, 2014 
 

 

Summary:  

350,000 CAN has been allocated to Save the 

Children Canada to provide essential Non-food 

items and Child protection services to 

approximately 28,000 people displaced by the 

Anbar conflict in Kirkuk and Salah Al-Din, Iraq. 

Background on Disaster  

Due to conflict that broke out in Fallujah and 

Ramadi, in Anbar Province, west central Iraq in 

late December 2013, families are fleeing to neighboring provinces with many seeking refuge in 

schools and mosques or renting overcrowded rooms. As the situation persists the abilities of 

families to cope with this displacement becomes increasingly strained. Not only are the numbers 

of displaced families increasing dramatically but their needs are also growing.  

As of April 24th, the number of displaced people - as per Government figures - stands at 72,910 

families with approximately 50% of that population being children. Furthermore nearly half the 

students in Anbar province have been prevented from attending school due to the ongoing 

conflict 

Outline of Needs 

Canadian Humanitarian Assistance Fund (CHAF) 

Disaster Response Strategy 

IRAQ: ANBAR IDP CRISIS 

The Humanitarian Coalition (HC) Canadian Humanitarian Assistance Fund (CHAF) is funded by the 

Government of Canada Department of Foreign Affairs, Trade and Development (DFATD). It was 

created in 2014 to ensure timely funding is available to fund lifesaving responses to smaller-scale 

disasters. The CHAF is a central feature of the Humanitarian Coalition disaster response system.  



IDP families who fled the violence in Anbar had to leave most of their belongings behind and are 

now left without immediate income sources in the new host locations. Lack of access to basic 

services and the local capacity in the respective governorates is very limited and unable to fulfill 

IDPs basic needs. Early indications from the multi sector assessments found that the IDPs are 

lacking access to essential hygiene items, a concern especially in the summer months due to 

fears of acute watery diarrhea outbreaks.   

The majority of children are facing symptoms of psychosocial distress (e.g. nightmares, violent 

behavior and crying, difficulty sleeping, bed wetting, loss of appetite). The interviewees of the 

Child Protection needs assessment conducted by Save the Children, reported that children feel 

bored, afraid, worried and frustrated and that most children find it hard to cope with the effect of 

the crisis.  

Organizational Capacity 

Save the Children has been addressing both humanitarian and development needs for children 

and families across Iraq since 1991. Save the Children aims to build a strong relationship with 

communities and local government bodies to ensure a sustainable and long-lasting impact.  

 

Save the Children also has significant experience in both key sectors of this project, including 

experience providing humanitarian assistance to the Anbar internally displaced people in 

Kurdistan Regional Governorates, as well as work experience in both Anbar province and in 

Kirkuk Governorate.   

Through this program, Save the Children’s two partners will be responsible for managing the 

child friendly spaces and leading the distribution process in Kirkuk (National Institute for Human 

Rights) and Salah Al-Din (Sorouh for Sustainable Development Foundation) respectively. 

The Proposed Response 

Save the Children is aiming to reach people who cannot afford to meet their basic needs, and 

who have, up until now, received little support from any UN agencies or other INGOs/NGOs. 

Consequently Save the Children will work in Salah Al-Din and Kirkuk Governorates, two of the 

largest areas hosting significant numbers of vulnerable IDPs, who lack access to basic services. 

With the funding from the CHAF, Save the Children aims to: 



- Distribute hygiene kits, or vouchers for the procurement of hygiene items, including diapers 

and sanitary pads, to 4,442 families (28,428 people). The intention is to improve sanitation 

especially during the summer months due to fears of acute watery diarrhea outbreaks.  

 

- Open 1 Child Friendly Spaces (CFS) and Youth Friendly Spaces (YFS) aiming to reach 200 

children. These spaces will significantly contribute to providing psycho-social support to the 

affected children ages 3-18 years. These will significantly change and enhance children's 

lives in these difficult situations by providing then with a safe child friendly environment 

where they can take part in structured activities. 
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