Dear Honourable Mr/Ms/Dr _________________,

Hunger in east Africa has been part of our consciousness for so long now – some remember the Sahel drought of 1973 and most remember the 1984 famine which prompted Live Aid. Again this year, drought threatens millions in the same region. Why do we have to give again? What difference will it make?  

Because in the past twenty five years regional governments in East Africa have created contingency plans; they have set aside conservatively estimated stockpiles of grain; they have invested in education and health services and sanitary infrastructure.  None would disagree, more still needs to be done, but self-reliance in this region is stronger now than three generations ago. 
So why are we facing yet another drought crisis? Because these are not normal times. This is an exceptional convergence of a triple threat of drought, refugees and high grain prices descending on a still vulnerable population. Because they believed they were prepared, some argue families are abandoning their homes too late, too weak to survive the journey.  

Some parts of East Africa are facing the worst drought in sixty years. Most scientists agree the severity of this drought must in part be attributed to climate change.  When the camels start dying, people start moving. Refugees are arriving at Dadaab (Kenya), already the world’s largest refugee camp, in exploding numbers –with 1,000 new refugees arriving every day, that’s 30,000 this last month alone. People are walking away from their livelihoods unable to grow or purchase food for their family. We have seen this before. These are the recognized early indicators of famine. Are we prepared? Has Canada got a plan to help?
In response, the UK government has pledged £38m in food aid to Ethiopia. I am writing to urge the Canadian government to do the same, and more.

There is absolutely no doubt that aid is urgently needed by millions of people caught up in an unimaginably desperate situation, and that donations made by people here in Canada will save lives. The looming disaster is increasing in scope and it is time that both individuals and our government step up to help the people of East Africa before this already catastrophic situation becomes more devastating.

Canadian values require that we act quickly to help defend the vulnerable wherever they are in the world.  By joining forces and coming together, politicians, non-governmental organizations and Canadians everywhere can help save lives.  One group, the HUMANITARIAN COALITION, joins the forces of five world-renowned humanitarian agencies: CARE Canada, Oxfam Canada, Oxfam-Québec, Plan Canada and Save the Children Canada.  They have united to reduce fundraising costs and raise awareness for this emergency.  By joining forces they know they can save more lives.  I hope their efforts can serve as an example for Canadians and other organizations, showing that we can make a difference if we work together.

I urge you to bring the plight of the East African people to the attention of our government and to help motivate other people of influence to help bring much needed assistance.   Don’t turn a blind eye. You have the power to help save lives. Please use it.

Sincerely,

____________________________

